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Greenway asks residents to give up their cars Just One Day A Week TM 
CONOVER, NC, May 21, 2010 – Greenway Public Transportation (The Western Piedmont Regional Transit Authority) announces the "Just One Day A Week" campaign, encouraging automobile drivers in the region to give up their cars one day out of the week and ride public transportation instead.  Free Fare Fridays will be offered on the fixed route service in the cities of Conover, Newton, Hickory and the Town of Taylorsville every Friday in June.  The Free Fare Fridays on June 4, 11, 18, and 25 are sponsored by Bark Mobile.  

Camille Sterling, Marketing and Communications Director for the multi-county transportation authority, explains the thought process behind the campaign, "We know that people have reasons that they can't ride the bus every day, but when you think about whether you can give up your car just one day out of the week, the excuses of why you can't seem to diminish."

The local transit authority is getting positive feedback for their initiative from state officials. "North Carolina is seeing a rapid population growth in areas throughout the state," said N.C. Transportation Secretary Gene Conti. "If everyone who commutes to work committed to taking public transportation just one day a week, we could see a dramatic decrease in congestion on our roads and an improved environment. I commend Greenway Public Transportation for its leadership in this area."

The transit authority points out several reasons why area residents should give up their car for riding the bus one day out of the week:

• Savings - on both gas and car maintenance. If you have a car that is just used for work, you can save 20% off of maintenance fees and extend the life of your car, while saving hundreds of dollars in gas.

• Lower emissions - a lot of people talk about helping the environment, this is a way that people can actually do something constructive. By leaving their car at home just one day a week they can lower their emissions by almost 2,000 pounds per year.

• Reduce the dependence on foreign oil - if everyone rode the bus just one day a week, the country's dependency on foreign oil would see a substantial reduction.

• Use the time constructively - rather than being stressed, stuck behind the wheel, people can use the time reading a book, listening to their i-pod (maybe learning a foreign language), planning their day, or conversing with other commuters that are also leaving their cars at home.

Greenway Public Transportation is North Carolina's newest transit system and the first urban-rural, multi-county regional transit authority in North Carolina. It provides fixed route bus service to the cities of Conover, Hickory and Newton and the Town of Taylorsville, along with van service within Alexander, Burke, Caldwell and Catawba counties.

Greenway Public Transportation is committed to an environmentally friendly approach and has adopted a new "Responsible Transportation" logo and graphics. It is supporting efforts to explore more "green" operational practices, including next-generation fuels like biodiesel, hybrid buses and vehicles, as well as changing operating practices to reduce fuel and resource consumption. In addition, bike racks are fitted to all buses encouraging biking as an emission-free option in conjunction with public transportation.

The marketing campaign will debut in North Carolina, but there are plans for other transit agencies to use the “Just One Day A Week” theme across the country.

Visit mygreenway.org/home.html and click on the link to view the “Just One Day a Week” video.

or the link directly to the “Just One Day a Week” video on U-Tube is http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PcFq6BLqusI
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