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HICKORY - Willie Nelson's tour bus runs on biodiesel and so does the 
Western Piedmont Regional Transit Authority's. 

"It's good for the environment," Operations Manager Scott Young said, 
explaining the decision to fuel the bus with a fuel blend that's 20-percent 

biodiesel. "Using the new fuel will reduce tailpipe emissions considerably." 

"We want to be a leader in the area in going after cleaner fuel technologies," 
Young said. 

Western Piedmont Regional Transit Authority (WPRTA) runs four 35-foot 
busses with one kept in reserve. One of the four has been switched from 

traditional diesel fuel to a 20 percent biodiesel blend, Young said. 

The bus began to use the biodiesel blend almost a month ago and it's early 
in the 6-month trial phase, but the bus is handling the switch well so far. 

"We have had zero problems out of it and it has run flawlessly to this point," 
Young said. "We've been pleasantly surprised." 

The bus' mileage has remained stable, Young said. 

The city of Conover's public works department has provided the WPRTA with 
a refueling facility including a fuel tank and pump. They've also given Young 

some advice on bio-fueled vehicles based on their years of experience 
running it in their own vehicles. 

The busses don't require any engine modifications or re-tooling to run on 
biodiesel, Young said, and if the test bus continues to perform well, he'll 

switch the rest of the fleet to biodiesel. 

Every morning bus operator James Helton Jr. fuels his bus with 40 to 45 
gallons of biodiesel and said it's doing well on the new fuel. 

"It's got a lot smoother takeoff, better pickup and a smoother ride," he said. 

"I believe it's going to work." 

The blend being used now is 20 percent biodiesel, but Young said he'd love 
to go with a blend with an even higher percentage of biodiesel. 



The other drivers were excited about the blended fuel and are eager try it 

out in their own busses, said driver supervisor Kim Sadler. 

Biodiesel benefits  

A 20 percent blend of biodiesel with petroleum diesel and a catalytic 

converter will result in reduced pollution emissions, specifically:  
31 percent reduction in particulate matter; 

21 percent reduction in carbon monoxide;  
47 percent reduction in total hydrocarbons.  

Source: bioblendfuels.com  

What is biodiesel? 

Biodiesel is a vegetable oil-based fuel that runs in diesel engines — 
cars, buses, trucks, construction equipment, boats, generators, and oil 

home heating units. It’s usually made from soy or canola oil, and can 
also be made from recycled fryer oil (yes, from McDonalds or your 

local Chinese restaurant). You can blend it with regular diesel or run 
100% biodiesel.  

Source: bioblendfuels.com 

 


